
42

including English, math, the sciences, and world 
languages—taught according to Waldorf principles. 
Integrated into the schedule are regular, twice-weekly 
choir rehearsals as well as recurring intensive periods 
of three to five weeks dedicated to the preparation of 
a play and culminating in a weekend of performances 
at our own historic theater. Each year, the school puts 
on three plays and one all-school musical, as well as 
two public festival events. Recent productions include 
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, Tina Howe’s Pride’s 
Crossing, Thornton Wilder’s Our Town, and Lin-
Manuel Miranda’s In the Heights. At Tara, performance 
builds confidence and community spirit, preparing 
students for success in all of life’s endeavors.

Travel is an essential part of the Tara curriculum. In our 
classrooms-without-walls program, each year the ninth 
and eleventh graders travel to New York City for a 
week of theater and museums; the tenth graders spend 
a week in the Ute Tribal Park in Colorado studying Na-
tive American traditions and ten days on the San Juan 
River in Utah studying geology; and the seniors spend 
four weeks in Europe in direct experience of the history, 
art, and culture of other countries.

Over the years, Tara has sent close to two hundred 
graduates into the world—clear-thinking, talented, 
compassionate human beings eager to make a positive 
difference in the world. They lead extraordinary lives in 
fields ranging from astrophysics to education and from 
environmental law to theater.

This past holiday season, the entire student body gath-
ered in the home of a board member to hear Greg, 
Laurel, and me read a version of A Christmas Carol by 
Charles Dickens. The students listened with rapt atten-
tion; they laughed, they wept, and, upon leaving, they 
said that the experience was better than seeing a profes-
sional theater production. At the Christmas Candlelight 
Festival later that week, over one hundred alumni were 
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Tara Performing Arts High School in Boulder, 
Colorado, was born in the 1990s when Laurel Fisher 
and I, who had been Waldorf educators for a combined 
forty-plus years, recognized that deep work in the 
performing arts inspires an all-encompassing love of 
learning and interest in life itself. Together with Greg 
Fisher, we founded Tara on the following principles:
• engaging academic and experiential learning through 

the Waldorf high school curriculum and pedagogy
• deep experience of the festivals of the year
• experience of culture and history through travel
• an honor code and substance agreement
• the performing arts as a vehicle for adolescent intel-

lectual and personal development

Today, over twenty years later, Tara is a thriving institu-
tion. Intentionally small, we try to hold our enrollment 
at twelve to fifteen students per grade in order to create 
the ideal environment for all aspects of our program. 
A high percentage of our applicants come from local 
Waldorf schools, but students from many other educa-

tional backgrounds and 
parts of the country—
and the world—meet our 
criteria for acceptance, 
principally, the passion-
ate desire to be a part 
of what Tara offers. All 
enrollees commit to a 
substance agreement 
in which they promise 
to forgo all recreational 
drugs and alcohol, 365 
days a year. They also 
agree to uphold the 
student-created and 
annually updated honor 
code that embodies the 
ideals our community 
strives to live by. 

Tara offers a full, de-
manding academic cur-
riculum with all the usual 
high school subjects—

Photo top right:  Tenth- and eleventh-grade 2019 class play, Our Town by Thornton Wilder 

Ninth-grade History 
through Art class, taking 
place in the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art,
New York City
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people and develop their creative and leadership capa-
bilities. In this rapidly changing and evolving world, 
we need inventors and creative thinkers who can com-
prehend complex issues and resolve them. We have 
been challenged at every step, but like the indomitable

spirit of the adoles-
cent, we find new 
ways and make 
things happen!

Word of the initiative 
in Eugene has spread 
through the Waldorf 
world. Parents—
whose local Waldorf 
school does not have 
a high school but who 
want a Waldorf high 
school experience for 
their children—have 

contacted the Eugene group for advice. For those 
parents, what is happening in Eugene is a model and 
an inspiration.

—R.E.K. with Emily Chaison Morales

an approved nonprofit organization, status as a Waldorf 
initiative registered with and approved by AWSNA, 
an official name—Independent High School of the 
Willamette Valley—a board of directors, a school site at 
a local Methodist church, 
and a sound budget. It 
has received a grant from 
RSF Social Finance to 
support its advocacy 
for diversity, equity, and 
inclusion, as well as a 
$50,000 matching grant 
from the Rudolf Steiner 
Foundation.

The students have enthu-
siastically embraced the 
project, donating their 
time and money and 
helping to publicize it. Emily Chaison Morales, current 
board chair and grandparent of a seventh grader, says:

We want to make a difference in the world. We are 
committed to offering programs that empower young 
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in attendance and joined the choir in singing a beloved 
piece of music traditional to this celebration. At the final 
performance, as the choir processed out, the alums raised 
their candles above their heads to honor Tara and its 
current students.

A few days later, many of these alumni visited our 
home. As the Christmas tree was lit, they began to sing 
songs from their Tara days, and the room was filled 
with joy. They stayed until midnight dipping candles. As 
they left, they told us how strongly the theater, music, 
and travel of their Tara years continue to impact their 
adult lives and how grateful they were to come back to 

recharge and refresh those 
meaningful memories.

Moments like these with our 
students and alumni con-
firm for us that the unique 
Waldorf-based program we 
offer young people at Tara 
is critically needed in our 
world. One graduate recently 
characterized Tara as “Out-
ward Bound for the Soul.”  Q
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To learn more about Tara Performing Arts High 
School, visit www.tarahighschool.org

Future students of the new independent Waldorf high school in 
Eugene, Oregon. Please note anticipated dates of graduation.

Christmas Candlelight Festival choir, directed 
by Laurel Fisher
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American Traditions 
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